Elina Zak
Manager, Compliance Controls

Supply, Trading & Transportation

NYC, NY

Year Joined Hess:

2011
Education:

BA, Spanish Language & Literature & Philosophy/Pre-Law – Brandeis University 

MBA, Finance & Human Resources – Pace University - Lubin School of Business

Associates, Paralegal Studies – SUNY (with significant coursework from UCONN Law)

Hess Work History:

· Manager, Compliance Controls, Hess Corporation, NYC, NY 2011-2012
Prior Work History:

· Vice President, Royal Bank of Scotland/Sempra Energy Trading – Quality Assurance (On-Boarding, KYC, Sanctions & Transaction Monitoring)
· Vice President, Royal Bank of Scotland/Sempra Energy Trading – Compliance Examiner (all Business Units)

· Vice President, Societe Generale Energie, - Manager, Trade Operations (Negotiation, Confirmations, Settlements, Valuations (MTM, NAV), Treasury and Pricing)

· Senior Scheduler, Louis Dreyfus Energy Services L.P. – Scheduler of LPG, Naphtha & Aromatics
Areas of Expertise/Special Skills:

Waterborne Products, Refined Products (Pipeline), Aromatics.  

Long-Form Confirmations (including Vessel), E-Confirm, ISDA (including CSA), NAESB, GASEDI, and EEI Master.  

Foreign Languages: Spanish, French & Russian

Why did you join Hess? [maximum of 95 words] 

Because of Jonathan Stein and Mitch Friedman and their collective approach to managing Compliance Risk.
What career paths interest(ed) you? Or what else would you be doing if you were not in your current position? [maximum of 75 words] 

Operational Risk, Credit Risk, Core Compliance & Internal Audit
Describe an experience that changed you or has given you new perspective: 

Working in Paris while at Societe Generale in the Salle de Marche (Dealing Room) during the Bank’s Jerome Kerviel crisis as well as working at Amaranth Advisors.  This made me realize how important Compliance & Trade Ops joint relationship is to the safety of an organization and to always be able to recognize the organic growth of an organization as distinguished from synthesized growth.

FUN FACTS

Favorite vacation destination: Santorini, Greece, specifically over the Caldera.

Favorite thing to do on the weekends: 

-Watch my daughter dance and play the piano.  Spend time with family NOT attending YET ANOTHER children’s birthday party.

-Teaching Spanish & ESL 

Who do you admire most: 

Dalai Lama, piece and tolerance to living creatures.  He reminds humanity that no matter what your position in life, we all put our pants (and skirts) on one leg at a time and we all have similar life concerns.  He visited Brandeis my Senior Year there and just his overall presence was calming to the entire student body and an overall sense of peace about the future was noticed by the graduating class.

Favorite quote: [maximum of 20 words]

The current generation should always give their kids more knowledge, more tools, more options than the prior generation attempted to.  

-My Parents circa 1996

“True science teaches, above all, to doubt and to be ignorant”
“A lot of good arguments are spoiled by some fool who knows what he is talking about.”

“What we believe to be the motives of our conduct are usually but the pretexts for it.”

“It is important to our friends to believe that we are unreservedly frank with them, and important to friendship that we are not.”

Miguel de Unamuno, Spanish Author & Philosopher 1864 - 1936
